
22 March 2018 Term 1:  Week 9 

PRINCIPAL 
Mr Matthew Beacroft 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 

Each year as a school, with support from Brisbane Catholic Education we produce an 
Improvement Plan that articulates strategies, goals, actions and targets for the year.  

In 2018 we have identified the explicit intention of improving student reading and 
performance in writing. Teachers will be using specific success criteria to analyse student 
writing and reading and collating these results to see student growth across terms and the 
year. Some of our early results will be discussed in parent teacher meetings in term 2.  

Another area of improvement is opportunities for teacher collaboration and planning 
across all year levels. This allows teachers time to work as a team to analyse student 
learning data and respond with strategies and plans that allow all students to grow. This 
collaboration includes planning, professional development and having experts from 
Brisbane Catholic Education and consultants work in our school.  

Our Master Plan continues to evolve as we aim to enhance the learning environment for 
our students. With the unpredictable weather hindering our efforts we have finally been 
able to complete the painting of the office. The roof has also started to go up in our Early 
Years area. This will allow for far more flexibility in this learning space in all weather 
conditions.  

DISCO - POSTPONED 

As I type the newsletter the sun is shining brightly over our beautiful school. Unfortunately 
due to the unpredictable nature of the weather and the heavy rain that has been occurring 
we have made the early decision to postpone the disco. We have made contact with the 
dance floor provider and DJ Steve about a new date early in Term 2. The children will have a 
small disco at second break today to get some energy out. As we all know as soon as we 
postpone an event the sun will be out for the rest of the day. 

CONTACT DETAILS AND HEALTH UPDATES 

In order to meet student health needs whilst at school it is essential that changing details of 
health conditions or change of contact details be updated. This is integral for our records. 
Please contact the office if you require any further information regarding this.  

EASTER HAT PARADE & RAFFLE 

Just a reminder that all students are very welcome to be part of Easter Hat Parade next 
Wednesday afternoon at 2:30pm. Parents and Friends are very welcome to come along to 
this in Baratta Stadium. I look forward to awarding prizes for *Best Easter story symbolism, 
*Most creative and *Most use of recycled material. 

Thank you to the parents and friends for your support of the Easter raffle. All raffle tickets 
and money are now due to be returned to the school office. Please do so before 
Wednesday 28th. 

The Easter raffle will be drawn during the Easter hat parade. Winners will be notified by 
telephone that afternoon. 

STUDENT FREE DAY - MONDAY 16th APRIL 

Due to the Commonwealth Games and State Government edict the first day of Term 2, 
Monday 16tth April, is a pupil free day. School will resume on Tuesday 17th April. 

Have a great holiday. 

Regards, 

Matthew Beacroft 
Principal 
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SCHOOL 

NOTICES 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

Thank you for your generous support of the annual Project Compassion appeal. So far we 
have raised over $140. We will add to this total with $1 from every Spaghetti order going to 
Project Compassion. Please keep your donations coming in until the end of term. We will 
make a date into next term to finalise the return of all donation boxes to the office. 

As we near the end of term, preparations are under way to celebrate the most important 
time in our liturgical calendar, the death and resurrection of Jesus. Next Thursday 29th 
March at 9am we will gather in Holy Rosary Church to enact the events of Holy Week. This 
liturgy will retell the events of Holy Week through prayer, song, action, symbols, images, 
sound and story. We will begin with Palm Sunday. Palm Sunday is the celebration of Jesus’ 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem. 

The way the people celebrated his arrival with waving of palm branches is a stark contrast 
to the events of the Holy Thursday through to Easter Sunday. Our journey will recall the 
story of Jesus’ last supper with his disciples on Holy Thursday. We will see the path that 
Jesus took to his crucifixion and death on Good Friday.  

As we move into the holidays the story will continue on to Easter, when Jesus triumphed 
over death and offered life to those who believe! May the events of the coming week touch 
your heart and bring you peace. 

In classrooms across the next week students will be given 
opportunities to gain further insight into the story of Holy Week and 
Easter. Students will be given symbols that connect to different 
important aspects of the story. These symbols include an Easter 
basket, purple pipe cleaner, a piece of cloth, a coin and an Easter 
egg. The students will take these symbols home and will be able to 
explain the significance of each symbol.  

Have a peaceful week, 

Dean Estreich 
APRE 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL (APRE) 
Mr Dean Estreich 

$5  
includes a sausage on 
bread, popper & snack 

Every FRIDAY 
Payment can be made to 
the school office via cash 

or EFTPOS.  
*For your convenience 

you are welcome to pay 
a couple of weeks  in 

advance or for a Term. 

School Banking  
is now on a 

MONDAY 

STMOC Sunscreen of 
choice. 

EASTER  

Go into the DRAW to WIN one of the following prizes: 

1st Prize: Weber Q 2200 
2nd Prize: Signed Australian Diamonds Hat & Lightning Netball 
3rd Prize: Easter Hamper 

*Drawn Wednesday 28th March at the Easter Bonnet Parade (2.30-3pm) 

$5 
a ticket 

Raffle Tickets 

Please return ALL sold & unsold tickets 
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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

Following are tips to help you – and your children – make the most of each day.  Even concentrating 
on one of them for a week, could improve your day – unless, of course, you already have perfect days! 

1. When you wake up, get out of bed. Lying there will only let the negative thoughts gather 
energy. Once you start moving, your frame of reference for the day will change. 

2. Before making your coffee, or whatever your morning ritual is, open up your paper/phone and 
read something funny (DON’T read emails). There are so many apps that offer a joke a day and 
websites that point you to the funniest tombstones (“I wanted a Pyramid”). The trick is to surf 
the web until you laugh out loud. Once that happens, you can go on with your day. 

3. If you live with someone you love, your task is to communicate your appreciation to the one 
who loves you. This will also make you appreciate yourself more. 

4. Plan your day even if it’s going to be a ‘free’ day.  Get up, eat, walk the dog, write your blog, 
take care of your environment.  

5. Feed yourself well. It’s easy enough to live on a diet of fast/frozen/delivered, but it’s not really 
nurturing or healthy. Making yourself one good meal a day can be self-nurturing. 

6. Interact with another real live human being – LIVE, not electronic.   Even a ‘Good morning’ to 
someone at the shop/walking past will lift your spirits as well as theirs. Having a real 
conversation and sharing feelings can do even more. 

7. Spend ten minutes learning about meditation. The jury is in: meditation works. You may think 
it’s not for you or not possible for you, but do some research. The practice is so simple, and 
the rewards are great – most of your children could tell you about it. 

Mary MacKillop would say: “Try to make yourself happy and do not give way to low spirits or anxiety 
of any kind” 

On Wednesday we celebrated World Harmony Day.  Monday was St Joseph’s Day.  Joseph was part of 
a happy home.  Ask him to help you create harmony in your own home this week. 

God bless 

Sr Anne Cannon 
School Pastoral Worker 

HEALTHY LUNCHES 

This is a ‘healthier.qld.gov.au’ breakfast recipe.  It could also be used for sandwich fillings or as a ‘dip’ 
to go with rice/wholemeal/water crackers for lunch. 

SAVOURY TOMATO TOAST 

Ingredients 

 400 grams canned tomatoes (no added salt), use fresh tomatoes if you grow your own 

 grated or finely diced onion (optional) 

 ¼ cup reduced fat cheddar cheese, grated 

 1 teaspoon dried basil 

 1 cup wholegrain breadcrumbs 

 pepper to season 

 4 slices wholegrain bread, toasted 

Tip: Make your own breadcrumbs by removing the crusts from day-old wholegrain bread slices and 
cut into cubes. Transfer the cubes to the bowl of a food processor and process until finely chopped. 
Freeze left over breadcrumbs in a sealable plastic bag and freeze up to three months. 

Method 

1. Onions may be browned in a pan, or just add to the step below and cook. 

2. Heat tomatoes and juice in small saucepan for five to seven minutes on medium heat. 

3. Stir in breadcrumbs, cheese, dried basil and pepper and simmer for two minutes. Remove from 
heat. 

4. Toast bread and divide tomato mixture between each. 

5. Cut into squares and serve immediately. 

PASTORAL CARE CORNER 
Sr Anne Cannon 

MARCH 

25th Jett & Scarlett 

28th Seth 

29th Harvey 

CATHOLIC TV CHANNEL 

Shalom World is a new, free 
TV channel.  
Shalomworld.org/
connectedtv is available for 
download for iPhone, iPad, 
Android phone and tablet 
and Kindle Fire as well as 
most internet-connected 
TVs.  The content is family 
friendly and conforms to 
Catholic teaching in all 
content.  It has all the 
regular genre of TV 
programs – documentaries, 
films, talk shows, news, 
travelogues, etc. as well as 
missionary stories, Marian 
(Mary) programs and 
prayer programs.  For more 
information visit 
www.shalomworld.org For 
help in setting up the 
channel, email 
support@shalomworld.org  

APRIL 

15th Thomas 

21st Prisha 

23rd Natalia 

25th Zali 

26th Kailani 

30th Talarah 
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S PA G H E T T I  
$5 MEAL DEAL  
Friday 23rd March  

$1 from every meal deal will be donated to Project Compassion 

NEWS from the LIBRARY  

On Tuesday we were fortunate to receive a visit from Ms Meg Philp, who is a renowned storyteller. Meg has travelled the 
world telling stories at festivals and workshops.  Meg is also a good friend of St Mary of the Cross, having been involved over 
the years in projects which integrate storytelling with the arts, music and literature. 

Meg delighted the children with stories from other cultures, and prompted discussion and questions around diversity.  We 
hope to welcome Meg back to our school soon. 

Easter 

Easter is a holy time for Christians around the world.  It is a time of reflection on the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus.  One of the many books in our library which faithfully retells the Easter story as 
described in the bible is Easter by Fiona French. 

Living in a multicultural and secular society means we also enjoy Easter eggs and the Easter bunny!  There 
has been a push over the years for Australians to consider the Easter Bilby as a replacement for the Easter 
bunny.  In our library, we have a delightful book titled, The smallest Bilby and the Easter games.   

Those in our school community who are interested in exploring the issue of Bilbies in Australia can go to 
the following website http://savethebilbyfund.com/ 

LIBRARY BOOK RETURNS 

Sadly, library borrowing has ended for this term.  Please return any books you have at home.  Borrowing 
will begin again at the start of Term 2. Check out your local library for great holiday reads! https://
www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/facilities-recreation/libraries 

Nena Morgante  

Teacher Librarian 

http://savethebilbyfund.com/
https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/facilities-recreation/libraries
https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/facilities-recreation/libraries

